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Mission Beach Boat launching survey

The table below outlines the condition of the current boating facilities within the Bingil Bay – Mission Beach – Wongaling Beach – South Mission Beach area. 

	Location
	Description
	Positives/negatives
	Photographic evidence

	Hull River: Hull Road, Carmoo
	Boat ramp used by locals and the occasional tour operator.
Used by locals who moor bigger boats in the Hull River.
	· Crocodile infested river.
· People have to wade in the water to access the boats.
· Can get very muddy in wet weather.

· No where to tie up boat whilst paring car or loading passengers.
· No sign posts on Mission Beach/Tully Road to indicate boat ramp.
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Crocodile infested river, boaters required to wade out to their boats.

	Hull River: Jackey Jackey Street, South Mission Beach

	Boat ramp used by River Tour operators, locals and crabbers/fishermen.
	· New pontoon has improved access, in the form of a small floating pontoon.
· No toilet facilities. 
· No lighting.
· No sealed car parking area, people park in and amoungst the trees. 
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Needs improved car parking facilities

	Kennedy Esplanade,
South Mission Beach


	Boat ramp only suitable for small craft in calm weather
	· Extremely dangerous in 15 knot or more circumstances.
· Many rescues have taken place in the past.

· Car parking inadequate.
· Cannot be used with extreme low tides.
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South Mission Beach boat ramp needs 2 people at all times. Cannot be used in rough weather.

	Reid Road,
Wongaling Beach


	Beach boat launching, popular with locals and tourists using small boats

	· Track erodes during wet weather.
· Difficult to launch on sand
· Minimal safe car parking for trailers.
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Beach erosion Reid Road beach Access


	Banfield Parade/Reimann Street
	Used by locals and tourist to launch their tinnies.
	· Since Cyclone Larry wooden board has disappeared and vehicles easily get bogged in the sand, especially during wet weather
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Trailers get bogged during wet weather.

	Banfield Parade, Water taxi departure point
	Used mainly by Mission Beach Water taxi
	· Only safe in calm weather and low winds.
· Clients have to wade through the water to board taxi (sometimes up to thigh level)

· Stinger danger


	[image: image6.jpg]



Water Taxi not able to run due to 20 knots wind



	JSC Caravan Park, Porter Promenade
	Used mainly by tourists using the two nearby caravan parks or locals
	· Sides are breaking up.
· The concrete is slippery.
· Cannot be used in rough weather.

· Is also used to access beach and launch boat elsewhere along the beach.
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High levels erosion 

	Clump Point Boat ramp

	Used by locals and tour operators

	· The only relatively safe boat launching area in Mission Beach.
· Gets very slippery and many falls have been reported.

· During good weather car parking and launching area totally inadequate.

· Needs pontoon.

· Needs toilet facilities.
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Long queues; not enough car parking/trailer space. Single lane traffic.
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Pontoon will eliminate waiting times and frustration

	Alexandra Drive (near Bicton Hill)
	Very rarely used. MBCA has queried the existence of this boat ramp.
Signs have been removed recently.
	· Very rocky bottom

· Can only be used at very high tide
	

	Muff Creek

	Used by locals
	· No official boat ramp signs
· Muddy track

· Known crocodile infested creek
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Crocodile warning signs …..
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Holes in concrete road way
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