



MISSION BEACH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF MEETING 

3APR 2007 AT

MISSION BEACH RESORT

Present : As per attendance register. (50 on register)
Distinguished Guests: Hon Bob Katter MHR Member for Kennedy, Mr. Andrew Cripps MLA Member for Hinchinbrook, Mr. Graham Webb – Administrator, Johnstone Shire Council, Cr Joe Galeano Mayor, Cardwell Shire Council, Crs Carmel Silvestro, Barry Barnes and Ken Fox Cardwell Shire Council.
Apologies: As per attendance register & MBCA Executive Lynda Hannah, Peter Johnson,   Truus Biddlecombe.

Welcome: President Warwick Jull welcomed distinguished guests and Association members and non members... He outlined the course of the meeting.
Member’s Business:

· Sally Moroney – as a member of friends of Boat Bay she was pushing for improved boating facilities and preservation of Boat Bay. She indicated government Departments did not support a marina proposal but would support a marina pontoon at the breakwater.
Guest speaker: Graham Webb – Administrator of JSC. Mr Webb provided a background of his experience in Local Government and confirmed his appointment was that of Administrator replacing the elected Councillors and not CEO. He explored the following areas: 

· He was working towards having the Council in a situation that constituents could elect a new Council at the March 08 elections,
· Financial management – essential for future sustainability,

· Loan downsizing – to permit responsible service delivery and asset management,

· Size, shape and sustainability review – JSC & CSC are defined in the SSS as areas that should work together and the Councils had appointed a facilitator to work through the various issues. The facilitator is charged with seeking public input to his deliberations.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
The review will consider 4 options:
1. resource sharing between respective Councils through service agreements,

2. resource sharing through joint enterprises where Councils form a joint Business Unit to achieve economies of scale,

3. significant boundary changes where Council bodies are relocated to incorporate an area(s) or adjoining Council(s),

4. a merger / amalgamation where a new council is created from two or more existing Councils.

Mr Webb commented the JSC / CSC review was moving ahead but was a way behind other Councils throughout Queensland some of whom had already recommended to the Minister that amalgamation should occur in their area. Time for the review was of the essence and reports must be completed by October 2007 to allow the Minister to make decisions on Government direction (e.g referendum) prior to the 2008 Local government election.

· The issue of Divisions / No Divisions was presented. The basis for the review was 1 vote 1 value. And time restraints had limited the amount of time available to seek public input. However of the responses received (25% of those posted), 82% supported the move to a NO Division situation in Johnstone Shire. The results will go to the Electoral Boundaries Commission for assessment and recommendation to the Minister. Mr Webb advised that as the questionnaire was anonymous there was no way the demographics of the responses could be assessed. He advised after a question from the floor the EBC may reject the findings because a large enough sample of community views had not been sought or if there was a ground swell of opposition the decision could be changed.
· In answer to a question from the floor relating to the boundary dividing Mission Beach and suggesting that if the SSS Review did not put forward recommendations before the October 2007 deadline that Councils should support the community in  referring the boundary issue to the EBC as a separate issue to take effect before the 2008 elections Mr Webb confirmed that MBCA representatives had spoken with the Minister at Atherton and suggested that the Minister was aware of the Mission Beach situation and we should continue communication with him and our Government representatives .

· A question from the floor explored capital / maintenance programmes in relation to playground equipment, rock walls for foreshore protection, road condition (Alexander Dve) to Bingil Bay Jetties and a pool for Mission Beach.  Mr Webb responded by saying that any new capital expenditure (e.g. The Pool)  would not be funded in the next budget due to the terms of his brief which expires in March 2008.  He also said that historically, when possible change to boundaries or amalgamation of councils is under review, new capital expenditure decisions are put on hold.  It seemed to logical to Mr Webb that Mission Beach should be under one Council and the community must continue representation to existing local government and the Minister immediately. In relation to the Clump Point and Dunk Island jetties there was approximately $0.5M damage done by Cyclone Larry which will not be covered by insurance because of insufficient maintenance carried out by Councils in the past. MDRA funding is not forthcoming for the same reason. Councils are pursuing MDRA funding.
· A question from the floor asked why collections of monies due from jetty fees had not been used to maintain the Clump Point jetty appropriately and where had that money gone? Mr Webb did not know the answer and gave an undertaking to find out. 
· Hon Bob Katter MHR stated that a previous Minister (Tenni 1984) said the Jetty should have been replaced then (in 1984) instead of throwing good money after bad. He also suggested that the community should lobby the Federal Minister for Local Government on the boundary issue.
CSC REPORT
Cr Barnes raised the issue of water quality at the Beach. He indicated that methods to improve quality such as installing a powered flushing system at the water source would impose a substantial cost burden on rate payers. He said that EPA would not permit Council to install overhead power across world heritage land to the water source and the costs of going underground would be prohibitive. Therefore he suggested that a more cost effective solution would be for residents to install filters in their houses. This raised many negative comments from the floor. When challenged on costs, Cr. Barnes could not substantiate what the cost burden could be. Residents with filters spoke of the need to constantly (twice weekly) clean their filters which also have replacement costs.  
Frog’s Hollow- don’t know what to do with it - regular flooding 
Kennedy Esplanade – water lying across road – looking at redesign 

In relation to the Sport and Recreation Review Cr Barnes stated that footpaths and walkways/bikeways were the number one priority. The matter of the pool vs MPC was raised which attracted heated discussion between members and CSC Mayor Joe Galeano. Cr Galeano suggested the MPC was an electoral promise by all mayoral candidates at the 2004 election. When questioned as to whether this extended to a “function centre” with ongoing costs funded by Council at an initial capital cost 3 times more than mooted at the time of the election,  Cr Galeano suggested that he could be contacted at his office to discuss the issue. A question from the floor asked whether this commitment to electoral promises also extended to the promise of 4 Divisions for the 2008 elections
Rotary Park – Cr Silvestro said that the Rotary Club has money and are talking with CSC on upgrades to Rotary Park. She excused CSC lack of action on toilet upgrades at Rotary Park being due to a ‘bigger plan’ for the park.

Jackey Jackey St park playground - Equipment removed after the cyclone will be replaced when drainage issues are resolved

Pontoon Carmoo  - Rotary have offered to contribute $30,000 with CSC providing the balance ($10,000).
RATES & SERVICES GROUP REPORT
Michael Johnson provided a background to the report and advised that MBCA had focused on many issues such as:

· Pool,

· Access to the reef,

· Jetty

· Licuala walking track.

· Michael thanked the Member for Hinchinbrook – Andrew Cripps MLA for following up issues raised in the 4852 report.

· Mr Cripps spoke and congratulated MBCA on a comprehensive document and advised he would continue to follow up issues on MBCA behalf.

· Mr Webb also spoke on the 4852 report and supported the views expressed by Mr Cripps

CSC Mayor Joe Galeano advised the report had been passed to Council’s CEO and he would “get back to GENERAL BUSINESS

· MP Andrew Cripps asked for an update on the Community Bendigo Bank project which he strongly endorses as a valuable community asset. 

· Mr Wayne Kimberley spoke on the frustration he had experienced over the last three years with Johnstone Shire Council. He suggested strategic plans put in place by the former Council would be ongoing over the next few years. He thanked the Association for its efforts in representing the community.
· Kerrie Morgan raised the issue of the bus stop tenure at Wongaling Beach Shopping Complex. Cr Galeano advised the terminal would ultimately be relocated to the Guifre development site but would remain at the existing site until the development is completed. The Wongaling site must be signed off each year.

CORRESPONDENCE 
As per attached. – Inwards accepted & outwards endorsed.
Moved – Rotha Jago.  Seconded Michael Johnson – Carried 

FINANCIAL

Funds available as at 31 MAR 2007 -- $ 1905.81.  Accepted
MOTIONS

1. MBCA request CSC to investigate an environmentally acceptable gravity fed solution to address the water quality issue at the source and the provision of adequate water storage to allow residue settlement prior to delivery to customers.

Moved: Bill Shannon
Seconded: Tom Brown

Carried
2. MBCA to request a commitment, a time-table and a community strategy from JSC to develop a Local Area Plan for the Mission Beach Coastal Zone in co-ordination with the amended Shire Plan of CSC.
Moved: Rhonda Murdoch
Seconded: Tracey Chamlin
Carried
MINUTES OF MEETING  
Minutes of the meeting of 30 JAN 07 were endorsed and accepted by a show of hands
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES

Tony O’Malley of FNQ NRM advised that records of his presentation to the 30 JAN meeting about the Mission Beach Habitat Network action Plan had been overlooked. This was acknowledged and the secretary undertook to get a reply to his 28 Mar 07 correspondence.

Meeting Closed at 9.35pm

Next Meeting: June 5th 2007 at Mission Beach Resort at 7.30pm

