



Minutes of the General Meeting of the Mission Beach Community Association held on 
Tuesday 3rd June 2007 at the Mission Beach Resort.
Meeting Opened: 7.35 PM
Present: 39 
Council Representation: Graham Webb, Barry Barnes, Ken Fox, Joe Galeano.

Guest Speakers: Maurice Gayler, Ron Darlington
Executive Apologies: Peter Johnson
Guest Speaker presentations: 
· Maurice Gayler, Senior Conservation Officer Northern Region QPWS gave an update on the Exit Strategy for the post-Cyclone Larry supplementary feeding program. (report available on website). Rotha Jago enquired whether there is any evidence of pigs in the area. MG replied not so much evidence out here but a lot to the West. 
· Ron Darlington spoke on the SES. He said it is up and running with 24 members. The training covers all areas of disaster management. A local group has been established (LDMG+ Local Disaster Management Group) and is trained in a universal system of disaster management and procedures. Truus Biddlecombe has been appointed as local Evacuation Centre Manager.  Volunteers are needed  to be area disaster assessors and should contact ron@rondarlington.com .
CSC Report:

Mayor Joe Galeano reported: 

· Bruce Highway upgrade has commenced

· Federal Grant for MPC has been received

· An Aquatic Centre for Mission Beach is now on the priority list. He ran through various funding option for this project. Timeline is 2010
· He presented CSC position to the Local Council Reform Commission: 1) Boundary change to Liverpool Creek. 2) JSC, CSC, HSC amalgamation
· Allan Ogden queried the discrepancy in the Capital Works budget, particularly the percentage of Capital works funds expended in relation to the time we are in the financial year. Cr Galeano mentioned we live in a wet area and at times work could not proceed. When asked what part of the Capital Works Budget is  for this financial year and what is rolled over from one year to the next, Cr Galeano declined to provide any detail in answer to the question. Allan suggested he would take up the Mayor’s invitation to discuss the issue in his office.

Cr. Barry Barnes: 

· Commented on query with regards to sewerage pumping stations maintenance. 

· Question on drainage to Kennedy Esplanade & Banfield Parade: is in the hands of the Chief Engineer and there is no date/time set for action.

· Rates are expected to go up 3% with CPI.
· Question: is Council using other resources for Capital Works. Yes this year. 
Rhonda Murdoch voiced her concern with regards to the MPC that CSC had committed $1.4 million before it had even gone to tender. Also because of the fact that Council now wants the MPC to be an evacuation centre Rhonda suggested that the building cost will increase substantially. JG said that the rate payers will probably have to pay more but CSC is applying for a grant from the ‘Disaster Fund’. 
Graham Webb: JSC

· Due to the Government announcement of Council Reform the SSS process has been halted. 

· On the 1st of August the Reform Commission will announce its findings and the election will take place on the 15th of March 2008 and the electoral rolls for this election have to be in place by October 2007.

· He voiced his surprise that the Council reforms don’t seem to be of much concern to JSC residents. Only 40 people attended public meeting.

· Mission Beach will end up in one area. JSC staff put together a SWOT analysis: 1) Substantial risk of a Super Shire.  2) JSC/CSC/HSC amalgamation. 3) All of Mission Beach to CSC.  4) Babinda into JSC. 5) JSC & CSC (option least preferred)
· Dunk Island & Clump Point Jetties: All stakeholders are conscious of the repair work required but application for insurance has been refused. The repair bill of $630.000 cannot be met by Councils. A meeting of stakeholders was held recently and GW is optimistic of a positive outcome. 

· Aquatic Centre is not on the Agenda as he as the JSC Administrator has been instructed by the Qld. Government not to authorize any major capital works.

· The State Government will be monitoring closely any capital works expenditure approved by Local Councils prior to being out into caretaker mode. (pre-elections) 
Dominic Mobbs voiced concern with regards to non-divisions in super councils. 

Michael Johnson – Rates & Services:

· Sewerage subsidy extended to December 2007

· Safe Boating:  a report has been prepared on all boat launching facilities in the MB area. Condition & location, positive & negative report on each one and its usage.  Committee is looking at a pontoon for the Clump Point Boat ramp which will stand alone or as an accessory to any boat harbour. The ramp was re-designed for pontoon support and was engineered for this facility.  In the original plans of the boat ramp redevelopment a pontoon was planned as stage 2 along with the extension of the car park. A show of hand was unanimous in support for a pontoon.
Linda Hannah – FNQRM:

Linda reported on the first meeting of this group which includes a huge member of organizations, government and non-government looking at our habitat. 

· Agreement that there should be one map covering all habitats to preserve all that is pristine and all that can be pristine again.

· The Rain Forest Foundation is looking at purchasing sections of land to link habitats.
Rhonda Murdoch – Planning/One Mission:

· Rhonda explained our submission for the Reform Commission. We are head of the list and a perfect example of what reform was all about. We will be ONE!!
· Suggestions made by MBCA: 1) in case of amalgamation of JSC & CSC an administrator should be appointed so that the new arrangement can settle down/in.  CSC new townplan should be adopted by the entire new Shire. 2) All of CSC should be in caretaker mode as of now and should not commit to any major capital expenditure which will have ongoing impact for any future Council. 
Bendigo Bank: 75% of the required pledges have been received and it is hoped that the feasibility study can commence soon. 

Motions: 

· Paul Roxby moved that a letter of appreciation be send to the CSC and Main Roads in regards to line marking and slashing. Action: Allan Ogden. Carried 
· Warren Giffin moved a motion that a letter to be written to CSC in regards to Council prioritizing the problem of the very dangerous hazard of water on the road at the corner of Dickinson Street/Banfield Parade. Seconded Tony Lee. Action: Allan Ogden

· Rhonda Murdoch moved that  the CSC sign on the corner of Bruce Highway and Tully Mission Beach  Road be painted as a matter of urgency. Seconded  Truus Biddlecombe. Carried. Action: Allan Ogden.
Correspondence: on www.4852missionbeach.com  website
Treasurer’s report: same as last meeting.

Minutes of previous meeting 3rd April 2007. Moved Bill Shannon   Seconded Michael Johnson Carried. 
Warwick Jull thanked the Mission Beach Resort for the free use of the meeting room.

Next meeting: 14th August 7.30PM Mission Beach Resort.

Meeting closed: 9.30PM

