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Cultural Heritage State-wide Survey – Far North
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Project 

Using a thematic framework work with community stakeholders to identify and document important places in the ‘Far North Study Area’ for nomination to the 
Queensland Heritage Register by March 2008.
Far North:

The ‘Far North Study Area’ is a grouping of the municipalities of Atherton, Cairns, Cardwell, part of Cook, Douglas, Eacham, Herberton, Johnstone and part of Mareeba.  It is one of seventeen study areas chosen for the state-wide survey based on the historical development of Queensland and local government groupings.

Thematic framework:
Historian Thom Blake developed a thematic approach for the Cultural Heritage Branch that provides a framework for comparing and assessing places across the state.  It gives direction for structuring research and identifying places which represent the themes that are important within the different regions of the State.

Important themes for the Far North:

· Peopling of the region by Chinese, Japanese, Italians, South Sea Islanders, and Afghans.

· Utilising, exploiting and transforming the land for mining, timber, sugar and agriculture.

· Developing tourism associated with the Great Barrier Reef and the Atherton Tableland.

· Developing road and rail links.
· Maintaining order and use of the Far North in World War II. (Note: World War II places are the subject of a separate study).
Objectives:

The objectives of the project are:

· To prepare a brief overview thematic history of the Far North Study Area, which confirms the contribution of the Far North to the character and heritage of Queensland, helps identify important places and provides context for nominations to the Queensland Heritage Register.
· To engage with communities in identifying places with potential cultural heritage significance.

· To provide the community with a better understanding of cultural heritage management.

· To develop a basis for an ongoing partnership between the Queensland Heritage Council and communities for protecting important historic places.

· To nominate important places for listing on the Queensland Heritage Register. 
· To update the documentation available to the community about their cultural heritage.

· To provide greater certainty for future development.

Methodology

The methodology recommended by consultants and refined by a pilot study requires a systematic survey of each of the municipalities in the study area and includes the following stages for each:
· Compiling existing data.
· Preparation of a thematic overview history.
· Community and stakeholder engagement.
· Identification and recording of places of potential State significance.
· Research and drafting nominations to the Queensland Heritage Council.
· Preparation of final report and provision of feedback to the Community.

Timetable for Far North Study Area
The survey of the Far North Study Area [image: image5.png]


is scheduled for completion in March 2008 and will cover the shires within the study area in the following order: Atherton, Cairns, Cardwell, Johnstone, Douglas, part of Cook, part of Mareeba, Eacham and Herberton.
Key personnel
Ray Supple, Team Leader, 
Senior Heritage Officer

Ph: 4046 6732

Email: ray.supple@epa.qld.gov.
Jo Wills, 
Heritage Officer

Ph: 4046 6684

Email: jo.wills@epa.qld.gov.au

28 March 2007 
