8.6
VISUAL OVERLAY 

8.6.1
Purpose Statement

The Outcomes sought from the application of the Visual Overlay is development that does not detract from the scenic values of the Cardwell Shire which consist of vegetated hillslopes, shorelines, beaches and islands.

8.6.2 Visual Overlay Table

	Column 1

Overlay Applicability and Level of Assessment

	Column 2

Specific Outcome
	Column 2

Probable Solution 



	Trigger 

Assessable development for a material change of use of premises, reconfiguring a lot, carrying out building works and carrying out operation works and a portion or the entire allotment is located within a visually significant area as depicted on Map 22 is Code Assessable in accordance with the specific provisions of this Code.


	Development that is located within a visually significant area is not to detract from the scenic quality that is predominantly characterised by natural vegetation, rural pursuits and topographical conditions. 
	a) Buildings and other structures are designed and located to be of a height less than the height of the existing mature vegetation canopy if the site contains natural vegetation.
b) Landscaping provisions are to be provided to establish an effective visual screen.  

In visually significant areas that are located above 40 metres AHD, a vegetated buffer consisting of screening vegetation with a minimum width of five (5) metres is to be provided in front of that part of the building which is visible from the road or from offshore.  This solution is not required to be complied with if the site adjoins the esplanade/ foreshore with a five (5) metre width of vegetation.

In visually significant areas adjoining road reserve as depicted on Map 22 a vegetated buffer with a minimum width of twenty (20) metres is to be provided for the full extent of that part of the development visible from the road reserve. 

c) For land that is located above the 40 metre contour line, not more than 2000m² per allotment is cleared of vegetation and no slope exceeding 1 vertical to 3 horizontal is to  be cleared or permitted to remain cleared of vegetation
.

d) Buildings are not to be constructed from reflective materials or incorporate visually prominent exterior colours or finishes. The exterior colours and finishes of a building complement and blend in with the surrounding natural environment.

e) For land with a slope that exceeds 1 vertical to 3 horizontal or is above the 40 metre contour level, large earth fills or cuts to accommodate building construction are not considered appropriate.  Buildings are to be designed and sited to blend into the landscape with minimal excavation and fill. 

f) Buildings and structures located above the 40 metre contour line are to be painted or constructed from dark matt colour materials for the entire visible part of the building to ensure that the facility blends in with the surrounding environment.  


� If a self assessable development does not comply with the acceptable solutions then it will default to code assessment.  


� For the calculation of slope refer to Schedule 6.





