President’s Report
The last year has probably been our most successful year to date, including the recent years of our preceding organisations. The MBCA is now firmly established with growing membership, currently at 234 members, and a track record of achievement.

The adoption of the Local Planning Instrument by Cardwell Shire Council has been a fitting outcome from many months of hard work by our Planning Sub-committee. Responsible appropriate development for Mission Beach is now widely supported.
The “State of Mission Beach Report” was released in March 2006 and was positively accepted by both councils and is becoming a bench-mark to measure progress. A review has been  undertaken and will be presented tonight.
The “One Mission Beach” campaign continues despite the delays from Cyclone Larry striking as we were about to enter stage two of community engagement. With a huge 93% of Mission Beach residents and 72% overall of affected “northern” residents supporting a move into Cardwell Shire, we approached the Minister for a Boundaries Commission determination. This is as recommended by the then Minister but two things intervened – a state wide Size, Shape and Sustainability program and a change in ministerial responsibility, We continue to engage Minister Fraser and an outcome before the next local government is still possible. Notwithstanding this, we expect Cardwell Council will honour the mayoral commitment to improve representation for beach residents. There will be more on this later in the meeting.
The future of Johnstone Shire Councillors is still uncertain due to irregularities being investigated by the State Government. The JSC attitude to any shrinking of their shire is not supportive, even if the directly affected residents are in favour.

Cyclone Larry caused havoc in March 2006 but the recovery is nearing completion, although the effects especially to tree crops will last for years. The MBCA was involved in supporting and subsequently organizing several community forums. We have all learned many valuable lessons and hopefully it will be many years before an equivalent cyclone affects our area. It is incongruous that Mission Beach is not covered by one all encompassing Disaster Management Plan. To illustrate the incongruity, we have representatives from Johnstone and Cardwell Shires addressing Disaster Management later on tonight.
One controversy that is still unresolved is the Multi Function Centre for Tully High School. Our members, on several occasions, have indicated that despite the recognized need for a school hall and the prima facie appeal of having one building also serve as a Shire Function Centre, there are several unanswered questions- have alternatives been investigated?  Is the project financially viable?  Are the sharing arrangements for capital costs, recurrent expenditure and usage appropriate? We continue to seek answers to these and other questions.

MBCA also co-ordinated our entry into the Clean Beach Challenge at South Mission Beach and Narragon Beach. 

Under a roster system the MBCA attends council meetings of CSC and less regularly JSC. This gives a valuable insight into council business

Finally my thanks to our executive members and our membership body. I do not intend to seek re-election as President for 2007. After serving for six years as I believe a change will be very good for the organisation.
Bill Shannon 
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