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9. SPECIAL TOPIC: PROVINCIAL POPULATION 
 

Figure 9: Population in Far Northern Provincial Towns 

Source: HTW Research based on ABS data

In
ni

sf
ai

l
M

ar
ee

ba
At

he
rto

n
Po

rt 
D

ou
gl

as
Th

ur
sd

ay
 Is

la
nd

M
is

si
on

 B
ea

ch

Tu
lly

W
ei

pa
Ya

rra
ba

h
M

os
sm

an
C

ar
dw

el
l

C
oo

kt
ow

n
Ba

bi
nd

a
Au

ru
ku

n
Ko

w
an

ya
m

a
H

er
be

rto
n

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

Number

1996 2001 2006

 

 
• There are 16 provincial towns spread throughout 

the Far Northern region, outside of Cairns, with 
a residential population of 1,000 or more as at 
30 June 2006. The largest such town is Innisfail, 
followed by Mareeba, Atherton and Port 
Douglas. 

 
• Mission Beach has been the strongest growth 

location, with average population growth of 4.6% 
per annum, followed by Port Douglas with an 
average annual increase of 4.0%. Population 
has been static or declining in several of the 
other towns. 

 


