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SUMMARY STATEMENT

Mission Beach is a place of great beauty and its tourist appeal has underpinned an accelerated
degree of residential and resort development in recent times. The natural and cultural
environmental values of the area are consequently being put under pressure. In order to
appropriately plan for the future a detailed inventory and understanding of those values is needed.
This report assesses the significance of the Indigenous cultural values asddpeaf the area.

The Dijiru consider themselves and their neighbours to be part of a wider group of coastal rainforest
people who shared a common lifestyle. Researchers support this view and while ethnographic and
ethno-historic information particulard the Djiru people is limited valid comment on their way of life
can also be made from sources referring to the wider coastal rainforest region.

The rainforest people adapted their cultural system to fit the rainforest environment. The seasonal
availabiity of food resources governed their pattern of movement over country. During the dry

season when plant foods were scarce they were in smaller highly mobile groups living in temporary
camps close to seasonally predictable resources. Towards the eng séadson when the majority

of rainforest trees fruit they would congregate in larger more permanent camps. This was a time of

L Syde oKSy F22R gl a ad2NBR FT2N G6KS O2YAy-3 WgSic
tribal dance ceremonies anfighting corroborees where huge wooden swords and shields were

wielded in ritual duels to settle disputes.

Their highly specialised material culture reflects features of their rainforest habitat. Processing of
toxic nuts and seeds as a staple fooduiged a specialised tool kit such as shell slicerscratking

and grinding stones and sieve baskets and containers. Their wet season huts were large and
waterproof.

According to the various historic sources early contact with European maritime esgland
surveyors was amicable enough. With the arrival of tirrdpetters and European settlers in the
1860's frequent contact soon brought hostility by the indigenous people and retaliatory action by
GKS 9dzNRLISIY LIt AOS | y&resténieltd tieNdagion of.thir tiadtiGnalmy y n Q
lands resulted in acts of atrocity that, combined with starvation, cultural dislocation and disease
reduced indigenous population numbers by perhaps 80%. In 1897, legislation put all Aboriginal
people livihg in Queensland under government control and over the next few decades most were
forcibly removed to government reserves or missions such as the Hull River Aboriginal Settlement
that was established at South Mission Beach in 1914. After it was destbyyaccyclone in 1918

most of the survivors were again rounded up and sent to the newly established Palm Island Mission.
Some Dijiru people still live on Palm Island where their houses are generally grouped together facing
their home country. Many Djiru lwa family affiliation in other traditional owner groups and live in
towns or Aboriginal communities close by to Mission Beach.

A body of cultural knowledge specific to the Djiru people and their country has been recorded from

diverse sources: early ethn@phic and ethneK A A G 2 NRA O | O02dzyiasx aSaidt SNa
and journals, research by historians, linguists, anthropologists, archaeologists, scientists and from
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Djiru people living today. Cultural values important to the Djiru people inclptes,
environments, events and oral history and tangible archaeological evidence of their connection to
country.

While there are difficulties inherent in the process of ascribing quantitative significance to
indigenous cultural values, some useful m@ascan be achieved:

e ¢CKS 52ANHz LIS2L) SQa aSyasS 2F ARSyGAdGe Fa WNIA
by their relations with their rainforest neighbours and their affinity with the rainforest
environment.

e Clump Poinis universally seeby the Djiru people, sith young and old, as a core place in
their homeland, a hub of traditional life in pfeuropean times and a place today that they
enjoy for its beauty, for its natural benefits and for the sense of connection to tradition and
countrythat it brings to them.

e The cultural components within the Clump Point area are seen as tangible expressions of
connection. The fish traps on either side of Clump Point and the ceremony ground are seen
to be very significant as they invoke potent imagddraditional life. Shell and artefact
scatters recorded in the area are seen as lesser though still significant evidence of
connection. These oral history and material items have significant value to researchers.

e The natural estate of the Mission Bdmarea is extremely significant to the Dijiru people.
There is a unique affinity between the people and the rainforest that provided food, shelter
and spiritual regeneration to their people. An integral part of this relationship is the highly
visible andubiquitous gunduy (cassowary) which is important to the health of both the
people and the rainforest.

e The Clump Pointoastal basalt formations and their ecosystems are unique to the Wet
Tropics Bioregion of North Queensland and are of extreme signifidanitee Djiru people
as land managers and to researchers.

e tfI 0OS&a &adzOK +Fa GKS 1 dzZt WAGSNI ! 02NRIAYI T {
with the Djiru people through historic incidents are also seen by the traditional owners as
significant. Thy feel however that the wider community places an importance on these
places that might subtract from other parts of their history.

e Historic places which are seen as predominantly European constructs, such as the Cutten
Brothers Walk and the historic jgttare seen as less significant. The Djiru recognise that
these are places of significance to the wider community.

(0p])

European settlement ushered in an era of severe cultural dislocation for the Djiru people. They
have unavoidably lost a good deal of knedde along the way but not the responsibilities and
obligations to look after their traditional land. They regularly return to country to practice
traditional fishing and hunting and to fulfil their rights and responsibilities as custodians and land
managers. They are actively engaged in passing on their culture to the younger generations,
introducing them to country through fishing, camping and collecting materials for continuing
traditional practices such as basket weaving and shield making. Theyorfideat that some
parcels of land will be soon returned to them through two registered native title claims, allowing
them improved access to land and an increased and more meaningful engagement in assisting with
the protection and management of Djiru ti@ional country.
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While this report does not attempt to impart a complete account of events, or a complete

description of Dijiru lifestyle, a comprehensive bibliography is provided.

Table 1:Assessment of cultural valuedMission Beach area

CULTURALITEM

SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSME
(Indigenous)

SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMEN
(Scientific)

Cultural values

Djiru ¢ part of unique
rainforest culture

HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

Clump Point area

VERY HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

MEDIUM SIGNIFICANCE

Clump Point fishraps

HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

Clump Point ceremony
grounds

VERY HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

Shell and artefact
scatters

MEDIUM SIGNIFICANCE

MEDIUM SIGNIFICANCE

Nth Mission Beach shell
& artefact scatter

MEDIUM SIGNIFICANCE

HIGH SISIFICANCE

Natural values

Clump Point Basalt
formations

HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

VERY HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

Cassowary

VERY HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

VERY HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

Rainforest precinct

VERY HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

VERY HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

Seagrass

VERY HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

VERY HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

Historic values

Hull River Aboriginal
Settlement

MEDIUM SIGNIFICANCE

HIGH SIGNIFICANCE

¢FrY hQ{KFyd

MEDIUM SIGNIFICANCE

MEDIUM SIGNIFICANCE

Cutten Brothers Walk

LOW SIGNIFICANCE

MEDIUM SIGNIFICANCE

Historic jetty

LOWSIGNIFICANCE

MEDIUM SIGNIFICANCE
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1. INTRODUCTION

Three reports have been commissioned by FNQ NRM Ltd as part of an initiative to list and describe
the attributes and values of the natural/cultural environments within the Mission Beach area. This
report will describe and assess the indigenous cultural attributes within the traditional country of
the Djiru people. Other reports will describe and assess the biodiversity and aesthetic/lifestyle
components of the district. Many of these values are under cometinthreat from accelerating
residential and tourist development. The development of these reports will inform planning bodies
that are seeking to implement improved environmental protection, management and restoration at

Mission Beach and may beusedNd A &8 S O2 YYdzyA e ¢l NSySaa 2F (KS

2. BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY AREA

2.1 LOCATION

The project study area is situated, generally speaking, in the Mission Beach area of the humid wet
tropics of North Queensland about 120 kilometres south of Cairns. It encompasses coastal land and
the adjacentsea between Maria Creek in the north and HBiver in the south and extends

westward to take in the Mission Beach hinterland
as far as El Arish on the Bruce Highway. As suc |
falls within the boundaries of both the Cardwel

and Johnstone local shires.

Along the coast the townships of Garners 8ga

Bingil Bay, Mission Beach (commonly known
North Mission Beach), Wongaling Beach and Sol -
Mission Beach have experienced a period

QUEENSLAND
accelerated development over the last 220 years AP TP AR ALETON

and have almost become conjoined as one lari

conurbation. Majoroads connect the coast tihe

towns of El Aish in the north and Tully in the i i

south.
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2.2  ENVIRONMENT

Topography and geology

The topography of the area consists of a narrow coastal plain backed by a series ofuityag
generally parallel to the coast and forming the Walter Hill Rambieh, in the westrises to wer

1000 metres This granite massif rises to about 400 metres in this area and abuts the coastline at
Bingil Bay. Stream catchments in the closaniticof Mission Beach are only minofhe two largest
watercourses, Maria Creek in the extreme north of the study area and Hull River in the extreme
south of the study area, enter the sea through extensive areas of mangrove swamp and wetland.
The MissionBeach hinterland is thus lolying at its northern and southern extremities but
mountainous in the centre South of Clump Point, the narrow coastal plaomsists of beach sands

and old shorelines ajuaternary age (Bird 1994:5).

The early geology of thareais dominated by the Barron River and Barnard Metamorphics formed

by intense folding and faulting during the Carboniferous period. These high grade metamorphics
aK2g Ay 2dziONBLJA |f2y3 GKS 0O02Frad o0Si6SSy ¢FY nh
offshore islands as schists, gneisses and migmatites. These were intruded by basic igneous rock and
simultaneously overlain by Glen Gordon Volcanics over a long period of time (de Keyser 1964).
These granites are exposed in places at South Mission BegcR ¢ 'Y hQ{ KIF yGSNI t 2 Ay |
Island. The lava flows and pyroclastic deposits of the Atherton Basalt laid down during the Late
Tertialy and Quaternary periods are extaoh the coastal plain and are particularly in evidence at

Clump Point and SoutBarnard Island. Recent sediments in the form of alluvial deposits, beach

sands or lagoonal deposits have been laid down on the coastal plain. To the south of Clump Point

and along Rockingham Bay old shorelines are still extant up to 10 kilometres inlamdany areas

they

GXKFE@PS FT2N¥YSR | LKe&aAOrf o6FNNASNI 083658y (K
terminate in delta which form where they discharge into the extensive swamps which
developed to the rear of or between the beach ridges. Isblddgoons in the beach

NARIS LIXIAya INB gKSNB LI &G NAGSNE FyR aiNEF
(Cannoret al1992)
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The offshore islands are considered to be parts of the rangeshwiece partly drowned by a post
glacial sea rise in therder of 140 metres. The sea level reached its present position about 6000
years ago (Chappell 1982) but at times during the ne30@0 years was possibly up to 4 metres
higher than the present level (Hopley 1980). These sea level changes translatethjot coastline

shifts across the relatively level continental shelf during the late Pleistocene and the Holocene.
Much of the cultural record is thus under the sea and probably buried by marine sediment. Even the
cultural record on the relatively stéb shoreline of the past 2500 years would have been impacted

upon by minor sea level fluctuations combined with the effects of storms and cyclones (Bird 1992hb).

Geologically the Clump Point shoreline is regionally very signifasaiitis the only areavithin the

Wet Tropics Bioregion where basalt formations extend to the coast. It is composed chiefly of basalt
boulders of varying sizes with some pyroclastic deposits. Boulders extend into the sea on either side
of Clump Point. Boat Bay, adjacent tthe northern side of Clump Point saaccording to Bird

6 M g i m Wyd SUbstraite with basaltoulders and coral reefltizo 0 NloSt@f the bay is exposed at
times of very low tides. Bird maintains that letigie local residents hav said that the bay

oNJA 3 Ahad & sandly stbstrate with livity2 NJ fandNE&tStFe@pparentsiltation in later years

has been partially caused by

m@v
~ vegetation clearing and subsequent

sediment erosion. Certainly sandy

beaches are still extant in areas
immediately tothe north and south

of Clump Point

Basalt formation orthe coast just south

of Clump Point
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Climage

The Mission Beach area is part of the humid wet tropics. Annual rainfall at Clump Point is 3037mm
(Bureau of Meteorology 1988). There is a manked season in the summer months and 85% of the

annual average falls between November and April. The relatively dry season can be peshounc
Sy2dzaAK FTNRBY al ® induge same OSie@oiSNNS 3 Ay (G KS (HaisNBa il @
1978:119). Average maxum/minimum daily temperatures range from 21/30°C in summer to

15/26°C in winter. Mean humidity levels range from 80% in summer to 40% in winter but are

generally lower on the ranges inland.

In summer rainfall is controlled by three factors: the reliépilof the southerly migration of
monsoonal depressions, the arrival of tropical cyclones and the orographic effect of the moist and
predominantly easterly airflow over the coastal ranges. Climate in winter is dominated by the
south-easterly air streancirculating around the semnpermanent anticyclonic cell of the South
Pacific, generally associated with fine weather (Lee and Neal 19B4h tropical cyclones have
crossed the coast in the vicinity of the study area in recent times (Cyclone Winifig2Bérand

Cyclone Larry in 2006).

Vegetation

Vegetation in the study area falls within 3 main types:

(1) Rainforest communities
Prior to European settlementhe dominant vegetation tygs in the Mission Beach area were
mesophyll vine foresfrainforest) commuities (Tracey and Webb 1975)According to Tait (1994)
these communities consisted of: gallery rainforests on well drained alluvial soils adjacent to the
major drainage channels, mesophyll and notophyll vine forest on the mountain slopes, and
rainforest wth eucalypt emergents on areas of the floodplain and coastal plain that were protected
TNEY TFANBO® 2 KAES fFNBS INBlFLa 2F (GKAa @S3ISGl GAz
Walter Hill Range only remnant patches still exist on the copttal. Mission Beach is one of only a
few areas in North Queensland where mesophyll vine forest still abuts the coastliAe.Clump
Point a community of complex mesophyll vine forest is growing on basalt adjacent to the coast; the
only such example wiin the Wet Tropics of North Queensland. Its significance is regargded

researcheras extremely high.
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(2) Forest communities
Generally speaking, in pmettlement times, well drained areas on the floodplain and coastal plain
contained mixed open eucalypdrests while areas of poorer drainage contained a predominance of
swamp forests consisting mainly bfelaleuca quinquennerviand mixed open woodlands with-ti
tree and swamp mahogany. Today most of these communities have been severely depleted because
of intensive agricultural pursuits and the expansion of coastal residential communities. Along the
north Queensland coast up to 80% of Brdadf Paperbark communities have been cleared for
pasture, viticulture, agriculture, aquaculture and urban developtmefhese communities are host
to many unigue and endangered species. Braby (1992) stresses that fire regime appears to be a
critical factor in the management of these communities and Lavarack (1994) maintains that a fire
frequency similar to that practisl traditionally by Aboriginal people of the area ie, 1 in 3 year burn,
may be optimal (in Tait 1994:18).

Mission Beach hinterland east of El Arish
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(3) Mangrove communities
Broad areas of complex mangrove communities within the saline littoral goihexist around the
mouths of the major waterways, Hull River and Maria Creek. These areas have remained relatively
undisturbed by European settlement. Of major concern is their continued maintenance as viable
habitat areas because of the impact ofiiSy a A @S | I NR Odzf G dzNBngrove ahdt A G Y I
freshwater wetlands..not only require protection from clearidmyt also need appropriate sized

buffer zones to be maintained adjacetthemQ o6 mdpdpnY OHUL @

Mangrove communityg, Lugger Bay

Fauna

The tropical rainforests of north Queensland are areas of great biological diversity. -¢orntaet

times the resources of this environment as well as the coastal, riverine and wetland environments
provided a plentiful and diverse resource base daploitation by the indigenous people. Faunal
studies in the wider area (Harrison 1962; Nix and Switzer 1991) show a large variety of marsupials,
rodents and bats as well as a large variety of birds including larger edible species such as
cassowaries, ngapodes and Torres Strait pigeons. Thesowary(Casaurius casauriyswhile
primarily a rainforest dweller, also inhabits and relies on a variety of habitats including eucalypt
forests, mangroves and paperbark forests. It is an indispensable for timtemance of biodiversity

within a range of rainforest communities through its function as a seed dispenser for many forest
species. Clearing otheir habitat and their depletion though traffic strike and dog attack has seen
their numbers dwindle within he study area. The cassowary has a special significance to the

indigenous people of the area.
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2.3 ETHNOGRAPHY AND ETHNOHISTORY
The boundary project conducted by Girringun Aboriginal Corporation from-2008 showed that
the Djiruelders and elders from the adjacent tribal groups (Mamu, Jirrbal, Girramay and Gulgnay)
agreed that the indigenous inhabitants of the Mission Beach and adjacent hinterland were the
Djirubagala (Pentecost 2000). Reliable research sources (Roth 1900;1Rx&n1976; Tindale
1974,) support this view. Roth states that
dThe scrub blacks in the neighbourhood of the Lower Tully River are known as- mallan
para...Occupying the coalhe from the Tully to the Murray River are the
Walmal...Kirinja blacks ocpy the coasline from the Tully to the Hull. The boys a
Clump Point are known as chir{1900:1)
Their language was known as Djiru and people today refer to themselves by this term. Dixon places
52ANHz WIS23INI LIKAOK & FHyWRR f5AyAINdBAl&f ICROOM-di TEHEY HanSidw S SI
the above mentioned tribal groups spoke dialects of the same language in that their grammar is
almost identical and their vocabularies have a marked commonality. Unfortunately, when he
conducted researchin® Mdpc n Q&8 YR mMdpTtnQa KS O2dZ R FAYR y2 |
people retained some knowledge but spoke a mixture of Djiru and Jirrbal (1972:24, 1976:212).

The Dijiru consider themselves and their neighbours to be part of a wider groumstatoainforest
people who shared a common lifestyle. Researchers support this view and while ethnographic and
ethnohistoric information particular to the Djiru people is limited valid comment on their way of life
can also be made from sources referringhe wider coastal rainforest region. Harris believes that
cthere is no doubt that the Aboriginal populations of this region were in many ways
physically and culturally distinct from the occupants of the ependland habitats
inané o mMdpTy YMMND U
andthat they utilised a specialised toolkit adapted to their unique subsistence strategies and social
organisation Dixon (1976) also states that they had a distinctive Aboriginal rainforest culhare a
Horsfall and Fuary (1988:14ummarise the charactetics of rainforest societies in the wet tropics
of North Queensland thus:
1. A high population density with frequent gatherings of people, often for ceremonial
purposes;
Heavy dependence on plant foods including several species of toxic plants;
Establishmat of seasonalhbased, sempermanent huts and camps;

Unique weapons for settling disputes by dueling;

a > w0

Widespread use of traps for game and fish;
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6. Some degree of food storage;

7. Extended trading links and specialization in trade.

Social organisation

Individuals had affiliation with three main groups: tribe, local descent group and section. The tribe
had a population of around 500 people (Pedley 1994) and was the major political unit (Kumm 1980).
People within the tribe spoke a common language, generallgriethwithin the tribe according to
section rules, and were free to reside and travel anywhere within its territory. -triteal contact

was frequent; intestribal marriage was practised though of a more formal and reciprocal nature and
inter-tribal trade and ceremonial gatherings conducted. Communication was facilitated by a system

of walking tracks (McCracken 1987; Pentecost 1994) and a mutually intelligible language.

¢tKS f20Ff RSaOSyid 3INEZ dibelbasi©daa@tdhanyicaunitio? theréglary = & | &
(1980:22). Harris estimates that such groups were made up of 7 or 8 family or hearth groups each of
7 or 8 individuals (1978:128). Each local group had a particular run or territory although they were
not tied solely to it: hearth and local grpumembership could change. The local group was
organised around paternal descent lines. Each member of a grougivwers a sacred name, story
place and responsibilities to look after that place that is associated with country belonging to their
father o paternal grandfather. Where knowledge survivegde traditional customs and laws are

still widely practiced today, and each family belongs to a certain area and sites and places of
significance within this area belong to individuals as well as fanutypgr

Section affiliation was the least important (Dixon, 1976:213). Each tribe had 4 sections each having a
distinctive totem. Marriage rules depended on section membership and were usually strictly

enforced (Dixon 1972:31).

Settlement patterns

Harris(1978:124) maintains thahe lowland tribes, whose economies focused on coastal as well as
on forest resources, show highpopulation densites (an average of almost 3.3 kiper person)
than ¢ with the notable exception of the Ngatjan the upland tribes (an average, eluding the
Ngatjan, of 10.5 kiAper person)

The degree of seasonal movement presumably depended primarily on resource availafitigre

was necessarily a greater impetus for movement during the dry season as plant food resourees we

more scarce at this time.
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OA majority of rainforest tree species fruit towards the end of the dry season and egrly
the wet season (Novemb&ecember). They include most of the spdtiassprovided the edible
nuts on which the Aboriginet a large extentdepended (Harris 1978:119) Although most wet
season camps were probably located near rivers, the harvesting of particular foods, such as the
sweet nuts of the Queensland almond, led to the temporary establishment of more casual camps
close to such spatially and seasonally predictable resouidemiston and Colliver, 197806). Wet
season movement was necessarily restricted by flood events. Oral history evidence indicates that in
areas or where major camps offered access to a range wf@miments (coastal, swamp, riverine,
forest) they were occupied on a seérmanent basis. Girramay elder Davey Lawrence (pers.
O2YY®0 NBFTSNNBR (2 GKSY la WwW2fR LIS2L)X SQa OF YLBAQ
elderly stayed there all yearound. Accounts by early explorers and settlers (Carron 1849;

Dalrymple 1873) refer to extensive camps with large dwellings.

Harris provides a plausible summary, stating that the
dpattern of adaptive behavior that linked the cultural system withe thainforest
ecosystem found expression mainly in the actions of family groups and bands. The
aSt SOGA@Ste SELX2AG6SR GKS 3ISySNItAl SR S02ae
component species, by following an annual cycle of aggregationdaadjgregation and
which meshed with the seasonal reproductive cycles of the principdbrast biota  that
were used for food. Mobility, maximized in the dry season and minimized in the wet
season, was an integral part of this pattern of adaptation. But partial sedentism existed,
in the sense of the weteason occupation of horimse hutsby the whole band, with a
tendency for some of the less mobile individuals to remain at or near tine tase all the

yearround O mMdpTy YMOMU D

Ceremony

The late dry/early wet season was a time of plenty when social life intensified, especially during the
fighting corroborees which brought bands together for two to three days at a time on perhaps three

of four occasions each waeason (Lumholtz 1889, p. 127). To the rainforest people these fighting
ceremonies, known in some areas lasins were an important part of their traditional lifestyle.

While their primary purpose was for dispute resolution, tivegre also important venues for social
interaction and for trade (Kumm 1980). While it appears that most of the disputes were over
women (Banfield 1974; Woolston and Colliver 1973i9K S& |t 42 2 OOdzZNNBR 2 @SNJ

and distribution of food reources. Ceremonies were held every couple of weeks during the season
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and were attended by many hundreds of people often from other tribal groups several days distant.
[ 20Ff aSidf SNE n®todsaiiatiaSiRe afiekdmémbdrad disach tigksd Mrs
Sparval (daughter of IsaaHenry) speaks of seeing Aboriginal peogiletching as far as the eye
could see crossing Bellenden Plainsiirgle file on the way to a corrobee (Jones 1961) Theyare
testament to the degree of intetribal interacion and communication that was practiced. They also
required advance organisation and energy expense on the part of the host groups who had to

provide food supplies.

Disputes, usually over access to women or resources, were settled by use of dueHipgnaiethe
rainforest sword and shield. Chris Wilsoet, who saw them used in fighting ceremorbesnsi(in
Woolston and Colliver 1973), describes use of these weapons in some detail. His description
suggests that the fights were part ritual combat guattly unstructured brawls involving spears and
sticks as matters sometimes got out of hand. Dance ceremonies were generally held after the

disputes had been resolved.

@ KSEQNBE RAFFSNByYyl Y20a aSSsy GKSe TFAIKG 23SN
They fetch one another tucker see, and give it all arounchamd a feed up, just a bit af

ALINBSS YR UKSY rgkddg anRa it bf@ SorrdbbBEAEG (XK Bggk 1XKS & QR
YR &82dzQR KSIFNJ G§KSY K2 gf Ay IthemEBidghd@/oostBry S 2 F (i |
and Colliver 1973:99).

Dance ceremonies were a valued recreation and a form of transmitting law and custom. Men
decorated their bodies and wore headdresses. Dance was always accompanied by song and usually

to the rhythm of cl@ sticks. . The song poetry provided a view of the environment, customs, laws

and traditions of the Djiru people and their neighbours. Hundreds of songs were recorded by Dixon

3 Y20K omdphpcd Ay (GKS mdtnQa FNRY &pabshddownz T (GKS
traditional knowledge through the generations. Some songs are instructive (Dixon & Koch 1996:137

141):

Crocodile(Jirru nguage)
Yuba dumburru garambarri
Buru bindanu gabigabi

This songrecorded by Pompeglumppoint (born at Bingil Baglgscribes how when a crocodile
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is at rest, his back legs are always bent and cannot be stretched out flat.

Some songs are spiritual:
Spirits Going Home (Jirru Language)
gulay yiningu bunan yimanyiman
gulay yiningu bunan dulumbaigu

This song, recorded by Pompey Clumppoint, comes from the Clump Point/Bingil Bay

area and tells of a spirit descending to the spirit hoyiren.

And others are educational, directed at children who are painted with white clay when they are sung

the stories:
Jingalbari Spirit (Jirru language)
Gama yubanu yildayyilda
Gama yubanu jingalbari

Pompey Clumppoint performed this song so that everyone would sit quietly

and be warned of the Jingalbari spirit.

Economy and Material Culture

Coastal rainforest pmple expertly used the opportunity to exploit a wide range of environments:
marine and mangrove communities; coastal swamps and rivers; lowland and upland rainforest , and

in the study area, grassland and mixed open forests. These habitats providdd and varied

source of plant and animal food and of materials used for shelter, tools, weapons, traps, food
LINEOS&aAy3 FYR 2NYFYSyido w20KQa omdpnno NBLR NI
and procurement strategies of the Lower TullyeRipeople, just to the south of Djiru country, that is
G6SadlyYSyd G2 NIAYyF2NBad ' 02NRAIAYFEfEAQ RSLIGK 27
Brayshaw 1975, 1977, 1990; Harris 1978; Kumm 1980; Horsfall 1987; Horsfall and Fuary 1988; and
Pedley 192, 1993, 1997).
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Many of the subsistence strategies and material culture are unique to the rainforest environment.
Fruit, seeds and nuts formed a staple part of their diet for much of the year. Nuts such as the
Queensland almondE{aeocarpus bancrofljithe Yellow WalnutBeilschmedia stupefyand Black
Walnut Endiandra palmerstoniiwere cracked on specially prepared smwacking stones, some
containing scores of holes to increase processing efficiency. Many of the seeds used, eg Blackbean
(Castanopermum austral® Zamia l(epidozamia hopki Cycads(Cycas medjawere toxic and
required sophisticated processing in order to render them edible. Roth describes how after
steaming in a groundven, they were sliced up very fine with a srsdikll knifeingeniously adapted

for the task then put in lawyecane dilly bags to be washed in running water. Some yams and
tubers were also toxic and required similar processing (1900:19). Storage of certain foods was also

practiced.

Their huts were principally esigned for use in the wet season. They were daimaped and
thatched with paperbark making them raproof. They were often large structures lasting for
several years and often might be connected by low passages. Temporary huts of simpler design were
less sturdy and were constructed when necessary (and see King 1827; Carron 1849; Dalrymple 1874;
Meston 1904; Roth 1910; Mjoberg 1918). Bark blankets were made by hammering the inner bark of
the fig tree. Containers were similarly made from fig @adlophlyumbark. Lawyer can€alamus

spp) had a variety of uses. It was used for the manufacture of a range of baskets which were vital
possessions, for animal traps, for use as a binding, for sawing wood and climbing trees. Huge
wooden swords were madedm hard water gums. Shields were made from the buttresses of the

Green Fig and decorated with designs which indicated clan affiliation.
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Hammerstone and basalt waisted grouadge axe; Boat Bay

Stone toolsncluded waisted and ground edge stone axes (some almost 40cm in length); millstones,
some with parallel grooves incised into themmdrah), top grinders rug) often used also as
hammerstones and firestones, anvil stones, fganed sedimentary and metarphic flakes and
cores and clear and milky quartz flakes. Not far to the south, at Jingalingua Beach, a quartzite

backed blade was recorded. It had possibly been traded in from Central Queensland.
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24  HISTORY

Early maritime explorers were the first Europeans to comment on the occupation of Mission Beach

by Aboriginal peopleKing 1827; Lee 1925; Stokes 1846 &MOarton 1893all attest to the smoke

rising from Aboriginal campfires on the mainland and offshelenids along Rockingham Bé&yng

wrote that
oDunk Island, a little to the northward, is larger and higher, and is remarkable for its
doublepeaked summit. No natives were seen in passing these islands, but the smoke of
their fires, as usual, lined tlmastP O(IBDA)

McGillivray, on H.M.S. Rattlesnake, after landing Edmund Kennedy and his party in Kennedy Bay,
stayed to survey the area for some time and had several encounters with the local Aboriginal
people. He observed that
osoon after the stp had come to an anchor, some natives came off in their canoes and
paid us a visit, bringing with them a quantity of shellfish (Sanguinolaria rugosa) which
they eagerly exchanged for biscuit. For a few days afterwards gasionally met thenon
the beah..... | saw nothing in the appearance of these natives to distinguish themfrom those
of Goold Island, and the canoes are the same. The men had large promin@itatrices on the
shoulders, and across the breast and belly, the septum of the nosepgesrated, and none of the
teeth had been removed. | saw no weapons, and somerudé Nt SiGa 6SNB GKSANI 2y
(1852).
Beale(1970), Jukes (1847), Brierly (184&8arron(1849 andHuxley(1935 were also present on this
expedition and provide Faable commentas does. Generally these initial encounters were friendly.
Carron wrote that
oDuring the time occupied by landing the horses, a number of aboriginal natives
assembled on the beach; they had evinced no symptom of hostilityagmetared noich
surprised at ou horses and sheep. White men they had frequently seen before, as
parties have landed on the beach from surveying vessels. ....... These natives appeared to

be very fine strong men, varying much in intelligence and dispas(i8d9.
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Map showing where the rafts from the wreckaria landed Note position of thenotation
Wamps burntat Wongaling Beach and Soutlission Beach.
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After Cardwell was settled in 1864 and settlers, cegigiiters and prospectors began to invade the
area, relations became progressively more strained and hostile acts on both sides more frequent.
2 KSy GKS ONAR3I Wal NARFQ ¢ a theetdipsib&aR ardl yivo rafislarfied S wS ¢
the survivors to shore. The larger raft landed north of the Johnstone River (called Gladys River at
that time) where the survivors were treated well by the Aboriginal people and eventually rescued.
The smaller raftanded to the south of the Johnstone River where all the people were killed. The
OFLIWFAY YR &aAE YSy fIYyRSR ySIN ¢FY hQ{KFIFyid{SNJI t
Only two survived to reach Cardwell with the news. A boat sent from Cardwedltrieve the
OFLJilAyQa o2Ftd gFa airAYAtlINIe& FaGadrO1SR IyR GKS /|
of H.M.S. Basilisk to render assistance to a punitive expedition to punish the offenders. Men from
the Basilisk and a detachment of Native E®lunder Sulbnspector Robert Johnstone surprised the
camp and in the words of Captain Moresby of Beesilisk

¢the tribe was surprised before daylight and several unfortunate blacks were shot lpwn

the native troopers, who showed an unrestrained of#ly that disgusted our

officers.€ OW2y Sa MpcMYMTMO P
Chris Wilsoet, who lived in the district since 1883 and spoke the language fluently, related the
Aboriginal version, given to him by one of the five survivors of the raid, to researchers. He states
GKFG G0KS NIARAY3I LI NILeE& Odzi GKS GNRO6S 2FF G GKS
them out to sea and they shot women and kids and;alhly five survivedWoolston and Colliver
MpcpYMMO QO I O0O2NRAY A (2 hand SscoeletidrtsRpxdbably byd4LJ R dzNJ
Gowland of theGovernor Blackall several camps at Wongaling Beach and South Mission Beach

were burnt.

Ly GKS wmysatterQiegatO\BoRlimNthe area, leading to the establishment of temporary
camps near Clumpadht by the Fresney brothers and Heinrich Scheu. The increased European
intrusion into their territory resulted in an increase in hostility by the indigenous inhabitants and by
the arrivalof the first permanent settlers, the Cutten brothers, in 1882, ftiots within the wider

area were commonplace. Several ships were attacked and two white sailors killed on Dunk Island,
while in the wider region open hostilities generally took the form of cattle killing and the raiding of
homesteads. These incidentsvamiably resulted in reprisals by Native Police and settlers and are
preserved in the diaries and journals of early settlers (Craig 1896; Banfield 1908; Wildsoet in
Woolston and Colliver 1975; Mackness 1983) and the reports of Government officials (dehnsto

MpnoT | SEBR2Y MyTpoL® | SER2y fAGSR Ay GKS /I NRgSt
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GPPOKI R 2LILRNIdzyAGASE 2F 068S02YAy3 I Oljdz Ayid S
Queensland with regard to the blacks. | heard white men talk openheaiitare they had
taken in slaughtering whole camps, not only of men, but of women and children.
They would defend it thusthey said that the gins were as bad as the men, and that the
piccaninnies, all their tribe being killed, would die of stapratif not also put out of the
waye (18752).

Meston (1896)estimated that for every settler in Queensland that was killed, fifty Aboriginal people

died.

9dzNR LSIHY aSiiGftSYSyid 3INIRdzZ ftté SEGSYRSR y2NIK FN
was taken up for grazing and smalbpping the indigenous people were gradually dispossessed of
GKSAN) 286y I yR® W5 A & LIS N& FiripacQadn théairipbphi#ionii Bagfigld I y R R
OMpny v YIAYylGlFrAya GKFEG GKSNB 6SNB nnn AYRAISy2dza
1900 only five remained. Mackness (1983:22) reports that there were about 400 aboriginal people
at their Bingil Bay camwhen the Cuttens settled there in 1882. Pa@keden estimates that by
1897 the Dijiru only had a population of around 50 and Roth (1900:1) speculates that the coastal
tribes living at the northern end of Rockingham Bay totalled about 300 individualse Tiggires
O2y OdzNJ 6 AGK S5AE2yQa 0O mdmyword =S &KASY H 208 3 (NG Ay FoRe
reduced to 20% of their preontact numbers. This of course resulted in such a large degree of social
disintegration that by the turn of theantury many had abandoned much of their traditional
lifestlyle and were living around the fringes of European settleméhmtig (1896) reported that
GGKS2 INBE a2 GSNNBNARASR o6& GUKS FIL4S @F GKSANJ
notgooutK dzy G Ay 3 dddodzi Il §KSNI I NPdzyR (KS K2dzaSa 2

By 1900 Aboriginal people no longer had the capacity to continue open conflict. Many were
working for settlers or had been removed to government reserves and missions. ArchiBaid (i 2 y Q &
report to parliament in 1896 had advocated the maintenance of Aboriginal reserves for their own
protection and improvement and CommissionerRidlice ParnOkeden (1897) also advocated the
building of more mission stations. Theseports resultedin the implementation of the 1897
Aboriginals Protection andRestriction of the Sale of Opium Act. Most Aboriginal people now
became wards of thetate (Kidd 1997:48), and could not drink alcohol, marry a white person, keep
their own savings bank book,awe around or work without permission of the local police @odld

be forcibly removed to a r&NIJ S @ ¢tKSe8 ¢gSNB WdzyRSNJ GKS ! O0idQ
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At Mission Beach it seems that they lived together harmoniously enough and that many were
employed as unskilled labour (JorE361; Mackness 1983). It is probable that the high demand for
Aboriginal workers was one of the main triggers for the establishment of the Hull River Aboriginal
settlement in 1914. Many Aboriginal people were employed by Tully River Chinese market
gardeners who paid them in opium charcoal, a cheap, poisonous and addictive substance. The
monopoly of Aboriginal labour by the Chinese and some European settlers was a bone of contention

with some settlers who could not obtain cheap indigenous workers. 8sibh Beach, isolated from

the rest of the community except by water, Chief Protector of Aborigines, Mr. Howard, on his annual

visits, found that the situation was not satisfactory (1903. At Maria Creek, to the north of

Mission Beach, Aboriginal peepyenerally prostituted their women in order to obtain opium from

GKS / KAySasSo LyalLlSOG2N) DFfoNIAGK F2dzyR (KIFdG aN
FANBSYSYGQ YR LI AR GKSY A ywdNd KIS2 N faIIO&Ead G 1/S d

YR [AGSNLI22t / NBS{& FNB y2i199y RSN Of 2548 Sy2dAaK

The Hull River Aboriginal Settlement was established in September 1914 and by the end of the year

41 Aboriginal people, 21 from Clump Point were living and working th@yethe end of 1915 forced

NEY2@Ffa GKNRdAdAK2dzi GKS NB3IA2Y KIR AYONBIFaSR (K¢

the reserve itself but 139 working outside. People continued to be removed to the settlement from

all over North Queensland; altodetr more than 1000, 400 of them from the local region. Many ran

g1 & ® LY mdpmt | WFSPSNR:I LlRaaAirofte YFEFINREFZ YSI

some 200 people died (Jones 1961:305). In 1918 the settlement was destroyed by a cyclone and

abandoned. Most of the Aboriginal inhabitants were removed to a new settlement on Palm Island

although many disappeared into the scrub and lived for the next few years avoiding recapture. Palm

Laf !l yRAzZLUBNE® doyROF YS | FSI G dzetRessh@dt SOSNERI & fAFTSO t
éthe people spent many years avoiding police by disappearing into the hillsanfbrests.

Some of the white settlers found the bureaucratic requirements foradministration of the Act

impossible, and preferred to make private arrangensemith  their workers. These arrangements

often included early warning of police radd4998).

After this final disruption to their way of life few of the people of Mission Beach, as the area came to

be known, were left in the area. Some continuedwander the scrubs of the Tully and Murray

Rivers intermingled with the survivors from other mobs.

Circumstances did not permit a return to the coastal areas where opportunity for sanctuary and

employment was limited. Presently many Djiru continueite bn Palm Island or in towns such as
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Innisfail, Tully or Cardwell, not far from their home country. They continue to visit to enjoy the

resources of area and introduce their young people to their spiritual homeland.

Old men at the Hull R. Aboriginal Settlement
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dZLISNAYGSYRSYy G Q& ljdzr NISNBR 4 GKS 1 dzAEf wod ! 62NAIA
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25 PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH

In the wider local area early archaeological research has been mainly driven by academic interests.
This research often has a more pronounced focus on excavation and resulted in the development of
a temporal framework for indigenous occupation of the No@hbeensland coastal plain has been
established by the work of Campbell (1982a; 1982b) who dated shell middens on Hinchinbrook
Island at 570BP, Horsfall (1987) who achieved a date of 5700BP at Jiyer Cave west of Innisfail,
Brayshaw (1990) who excavated ackehelter in the Kennedy Valley (685BP) and Crothers (1997)
who found probable continuous usage of a former mound in the Kennedy Valley from 1940 BP to the

present.

Regional surveys funded by public institutions have also produced a wealth of recontiaclcu
heritage sites in the wider local area. Almost all of these surveys have been conducted on protected
lands such as State Forests and National Parks due to the difficulty of obtaining access to private
land. Border (1987,1988), Bird (1992) Penteé¢b894) and Crothers (1997) have carried out surveys

in the Cardwell and Kirrama Ranges, in the Herbert River, Kennedy and Tully/Murray Valleys,
recording shell midden/scatters, rockshelters, art sites, artefact scatters, quarries, campsites
initiation stes, and ceremonial grounds. Pedley (1994) recorded hundreds of oral history sites in the
¢Cdzf f @kadzNNF e =l ffSeo ¢CKS DANNRARY3Adzy ! 02NRARIAYI f
oral history and archaeological sites on the coastal plain anctenfdslands between Innisfail and

Ingham.

The results of 25 years of research endeavour show that in the wider area:

D Aboriginal people have been exploiting the rainforest habitat in North Queensland, in some
areas almost perennially, for at leastethast 5100 years (Horsfall 1987).

(2) There has been continual use and occupation for the last 1700 years on the offshore islands
(Brayshaw 1990) and for the last 2000 years on the floodplain (Crothers 1997) and continual
use and occupation of the uplandiinforest for the last 700 years (Brayshaw 1990).
Aboriginal people have had access to the coast for at least the latter period of this time.

3) Their easy access to and their ability to exploit an extensive diversity and quantity of
resources withira relatively limited area allowed them to pursue a semdentary lifestyle.
For example, the large camp complex in the Kennedy Valley excavated by Crothers (1997)
gra GAGKAY wMkH RIF&8Qa ¢l ft1 FTNRBY 2Ly LI FAYya:

highland minforests, as well as a range of coastal environments. An expansive network of
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walking tracks facilitated access to these and more distant areas for resource exploitation
and social and ceremonial activities (Pentecost 1994).

(4) Population densities icoastal rainforest areas were significantly higher than in drier inland
NEIA2ya O61FTNNRARE MpTtyT w2gflyR My dpT | 2NETFI f
smaller.

(5) Rainforest Aboriginal people had a relatively high reliance on toxic food resourckesas
cycad and black bean seeds and developed sophisticated methods of preparing such foods in
this region at least 2000 years ago (Horsfall 1987). They also possessed unique weapons for
and methods of, dispute resolution.

(6) The presence of postontact material in many sites reveals that Aboriginal people within
region continued to occupy and use their traditional lands well after-indigenous contact
while, at the same time, incorporating new materials and techniques into their subsistence
strateges.

) It is expected that future dates will provide further temporal evidence and probably earlier

Holocene use.

Within the study area several regional surveys have been conducted along the coastal margins.
Rowlands (1987) examined the coastline b8tdy a2 dzNAf &y FyR ¢FY hQ{KIyi
two small shell middens with associated stone artefacts at South Mission Beach and a low density

shell and artefact scatter at Clump Point. By 1989 this site had disappeared (Rowlands 1989).
Rowlands (289) argues that the marked paucity of sites in comparison to the historic and
ethnohistoric evidence of high population densities is mainly attributable to environmental factors.
.ANRQA &addzRe 2F | 0eOf2yS I T7F IBGwieR199e®)l SidnfoAsy S & 2 c
(1993) recorded the location of a ceremonial ground at Clump Point. Pentecost conducted coastal
surveys along between Clump Point and Rollingstone in 1998, recording shell/stone artefact scatters

at South Mission Beach (1), TamQ{ K} Y iSNJ t 2Ay G o600 YSyySRe .l& o0
monitoring revealed that several of these sites had been eroded away or covered up. Archaeological
research has also been conducted through development driven archaeological assessmahts. Bi

(1994, 1996) recorded 2 stone alignments (probably fish traps) in Boat Bay south of Clump Point as

well as a stone artefact and recorded valuable oral history evidence for sites at Clump Point.
Pentecost (2004) recorded a deflated shell midden and ell/aftefact scatter at North Mission

Beach (part of a large campsite), and a stone artefact scatter at Boat Bay (Pentecost & Pentecost
1995).
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Observations on the archaeology of the study area have also been contributed by early settlers and
by historiars. Just off the coast on Dunk Island, rockshelters with paintings of anisoals as
echidna, turtles and lizardsere recorded by Banfield (1908, 1911974 and Tresize and Wright
(1966), as well as shell middens containing stone artefacts and shdfidiks. At Narragon Beach
Mackness (1970) reported that the creek beds were full of shells and stone artefacts from old
Aboriginal campsJones (1973) relates how stone artefacts including axes, morahs and nut cracking
stones have been exposed by plodgf 3 G KNRdzZAK2dzi GKS LyyAa¥Fl Af

observations of former rainforest areas support this.

Recorded altural heritage values

Oral history places

Pentecost (2004) Clump Point fish traps, Clump Point ceremony ground, walking
track, story places

Simmons (1993), Clump Point ceremonial ground and oven trees

Bird (1994) Clump Point ceremonial ground, Boat Bay stone formations,

Clump Point fish traps

Stone formations (fish traps)
Bird (1994) Boat Bay

Shell midden/stonertefact scatters
Rowlands (1987) Clump Point, South Mission Beach
Pentecost, (1998, 2008Jorth Mission Beach, South Mission Beach, Tam

hQ{ KFIYGSNIt2Ayd> YSyYyySRe . I @&
Stone artefact scatters
Bird (1994) Boat Bay
Pentecost (2004) Boat Bay, Kenedy Bay, North Mission Beach
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3. ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The principles otultural heritage significancerere laid down in theThe Australia ICOMOS Charter
for the conservation of places of cultural significafitke Burra Charter) Significanceefers to its
WHesthetic, historicscientific or sociaignificance, or other special value , to the present community
and to future generatior@ ¢ a KM@ aoeh \Halker 1992:7.3)

It is only the relevant traditional owners who can appraise the sigmifie of Aboriginal cultural

sites. Through their inextricablinks to the land they have th responsibility of maintaininthe

health and weklbeing of all its component parts. The natural features of the land are linked to the
people through theimythology, their traditions and through threuse of it. The land to theis a

cultural landscape that cannot be quantified in terms of its singular patsoriginal people have a
concept of cultural heritage that is significantly broader than the miater tangible archaeological
record and therefore embraces native flora and fauna and geological and geographical features.
¢ KSANI 02y OSLIi 2 T inconixiraiedaiihtibnshipS béfvéieh @aBes brid pedpleYboth

in a spiritual sense and fro a perspective of the resources which the landscape sugplie® w2 a a
1996:9).

Scientific significance examines the research potential of a site or place. The Burra Charter states that:
G¢KS AOASYGATAO 2NJ NBaSINOK @ fdzS dad | LX I OS
involved, on its rarity, quality or representativeness, and upon the degrestiich the placemay

O2y UNROdzI S T dzNIi KSNJ a ddheéiBulrayChakdGlidelihas EtileNY Buird 2 y X £

Charter: Section 2.3)

Sites that are unique or uncommon are judged to be of higher significance. This may also be
extended to the attributes or components of a particular site. Sites which are judged to be of
greater age or a very well preserved are often given greater significance. Representedness
refers to the ability of a site or a sample of sites to accurately represent the range of attributes
and/or site types in an area. Sites may also be judged on their potentantobute to the

development of a regional archaeology.
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3.1 SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENITural values

1. DJIRY, PART ORUNIQUE RAINFOREST CULTURE
The Djiru are part of a unique North Queensland rainforest cultiua¢ hashigh significanceunder
National Heritage Criteria (dhe place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the
LI I 0SQa AYLRNIFYOS Ay RSY2Yy&aGNI GAy3 GKS LINARYOA LI

or cultural environments.

The Dijiru conigler themselves and their neighbours to be part of a wider group of coastal rainforest

people who shared a common lifestyl Researchers (see Section)&8pport this view and while

ethnographic and ethnohistoric information particular to the Djiru peojd limited valid comment

on their way of life can also be made from sources referring to the wider coastal rainforest region
G¢KS NIAYF2NBa l02NAIAYSa X NP RAAGAYOGAQD
have developed a unique material ltcme and economy adapted to the rainforest
SYOGANRBYYSydX hNFf GNFXRAGAZ2YyAX GStf and@ GKS vy

other natural features of the country, and recall the time when volcanoes were stilactive and

surrounded by open st which must refer to a time in excess of 8,000 yearago. This appears

to be the oldest accurate oral tradition of a nliterate indigenous ~ O dzt (i dzZNBS AY 0KS

(Australian Heritage Commission 1990)

Horsfall and Fuary (1988:14ummarise the chracteristics of rainforest societies in the wet tropics

of North Queensland thus:

1. A high population density with frequent gatherings of people, often for ceremonial
purposes;

Heavy dependence on plant foods including several species of toxic plants;
Estalishment of seasonalipased, sempermanent huts and camps;

Unique weapons for settling disputes by dueling;

Widespread use of traps for game and fish;

Some degree of food storage;

N o g M w DN

Extended trading links and specialization in trade.
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Photo of Clump Point man holding shield

2. CLUMP POIN
Nina Andy (young Djiruperson). 2dzad GKAYy{1 2F (GKS o6Sldzie FyR (KS
from that beautiful area. At the moment I feel just connected to the area the way it is, but if
d2dz 386G + NBa2NL FyR Fff Ay GKSNB (KFGQa y2d NBI

Clump Point is a low, narrow promontory that protrudes about 750 metres into the sea and covers
about 20 hectares. On its northern side lie Boat Bay, Clump Pointahettiarragon Beach, and to

the south lies Mission Beach, a main focal point of commercial and residential adthétyenure of

the point itself is almost all Reserve. The land at the base of the point is Special Purpose Reserve

and freehold land. Boday itself is both State and Commonwealth marine park and WTWHA.
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