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2.0
DESIRED ENVIRONMENTAL OUTCOMES

2.1 Introduction

The Desired Environmental Outcomes relate to the whole of the Shire and express what is sought to be achieved by the Planning Scheme.  The underlying objective of the Desired Environmental Outcomes is the achievement of ecologically sustainable development and therefore the Desired Environmental Outcomes address the issues of community need and well being, economic activity and the protection of the environment.

Collectively the Desired Environmental Outcomes act to reinforce the important features of the Shire and the general outcomes and desires sought by the community.

2.2 Desired Environmental Outcomes

Outlined below are the Desired Environmental Outcomes that the Planning Scheme seeks to achieve:

2.2.1
A settlement pattern that avoids land use conflicts and provides for a coordinated sequencing of development and infrastructure by the consolidation and logical expansion of development within the existing urban areas of Tully, Cardwell, Mission Beach and Tully and Hull Heads.

2.2.2
Potential adverse impacts on the public infrastructure from natural disasters and other hazards are minimized.

2.2.3
The built environment reflects the community’s desire to maintain the existing low scale character and the distinctive architecture of the various Urban areas within the Shire.
2.2.4
The historic cultural heritage (whether place, building or feature), particularly within the townships of Tully and Cardwell is conserved and protected to the extent practicable.

2.2.5
The range of housing types, services and facilities are maximized, without compromising existing low scale character and amenity, in order to meet the needs and lifestyle desires of the community.

2.2.6
The range and quality of recreational opportunities within the Shire, including pedestrian and bicycle linkages and park areas, are suitable for both active and passive recreational pursuits and provide a diverse range of recreational settings as an integral component of the urban fabric.

2.2.7
Continued growth and diversification within the agricultural and tourism sectors of the Shire and the industries that support these sectors, in particular low key, nature based tourism.
2.2.8
 A road network that serves both the local and regional needs of the Shire and supports settlement patterns, economic development and minimizes environmental impacts.

2.2.9
Preservation and sustainable use of  GQAL and the efficient use and protection of extractive resources by the avoidance of fragmentation of GQAL and the provision of buffer areas between conflicting land uses. 

2.2.10
The Tully, Cardwell and Mission Beach Local Business Precincts are to continue functioning as community focal points by the provision of new commercial/community development and/or redevelopment that enhances the existing character and retail function of the Precincts while avoiding the introduction of incompatible uses.

2.2.11
The values of significant natural areas and features, including but not limited to the World Heritage rainforests, cassowary habitats, mahogany glider habitats, wetlands, Declared Fish Habitat Areas and Marine Parks, are not compromised by development or the effects of development that may significantly reduce those values in terms of:-

· Ecological function;

· Continuity of habitat;

· Habitat corridors

· Water quality

· Visual and scenic amenity.

2.2.12 Adverse impacts on water quality relating to erosion and sedimentation, contamination and effluent disposal are minimized.

2.2.13 Development below 5 metres AHD, as identified on Map 20, is managed to avoid adverse impacts to the environment from the disturbance of acid sulfate soils.

2.2.14
Externalities from developments including noise and air pollution are minimized thorough the provision of effective buffer distances and the consolidation of industrial and commercial land and land uses in suitable locations.
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